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SUB J : SRI LANKA-INDIAN COOPERATION IN PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 

1 . IN THE LATTER PART OF 1976, SRI LANKA MINISTER OF INDUS- 
TRIES AND SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS, T. B. SUBASINGHE, AND INDIA'S 
MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, K. D. MALAVIYA, AGREED TO EXCHANGE 
GEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION RELATED TO OIL EXPLORATION 
IN THE TWO COUNTRIES. REPORTEDLY, DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD AT THE 
SAME TIME ON THE POSSIBILITY OF INDIAN ASSISTANCE IN TAKING UP 
WHERE THE RUSSIANS LEFT OFF IN DRILLING ONSHORE EXPLORATORY 
WELLS IN THE MANNAR AREA. 

2. RICHARD HARRISON, WHO REPLACED SAM POYTHRESS AS PEXAMIN'S 
GEOLOGICAL ADVISOR TO THE CEYLON PETROLEUM CORPORATION (CPC), 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE PROGRAM TO EXCHANGE INFORMATION HAS NOT 
BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL, AND THAT NOTHING HAS COME OF THE IDEA OF 
INDIAN DRILLING ASSISTANCE. WHILE SRI LANKA SUPPLIED SOME IN- 
FORMATION ON BOTH ITS ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE WELLS, THE INDIANS 
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HAVE SO FAR PROVIDED NOTHING IN RETURN. CONSEQUENTLY, SRI LANKA 
HAS STOPPED SENDING INFORMATION, AND THE WHOLE PROGRAM SEEMS 
TO BE IN ABEYANCE. COMMENTING ON LOCAL PRESS REPORTS OF DRILL- 
ING BY THE CANADIAN COMPANY, ASAMARA, IN THE INDIAN PART OF 
THE GULF OF MANNAR, HARRISON SAID PEXAMIN AND THE CPC ARE 
WATCHING ASAMARA S PROGRESS WITH GREAT INTEREST. IF ASAMARA 
FINDS ANY EVIDENCE OF PETROLEUM DEPOSITS, THIS WOULD BE A 
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GREAT HELP TO PEXAMIN IN PERSUADING SOMEONE TO TAKE THE CAPITAL 
RISK OF DRILLING AT LEAST TWO MORE OFFSHORE WELLS IN PALK BAY. 

PERKINS 
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